CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTORY
the decline and fall of the safavis :
•
the afghan, russian and turkish invasions
of persia
A characteristic of the East has been the periodic bursting forth
(" appearance " is too mild a word) there of great conquerors, who
overran vast stretches of country, ravaging, killing and destroying.
Such scourges of humanity were Chingiz Khan, Timur Lang and Nadir
Shah, There are a number of points of similarity between the careers
of Chingiz Khan and Timur, and there are still more between those
of the latter and Nadir Shah. In fact, the parallels between Timur
and Nadir are so numerous as to rule out mere coincidence, except in
certain of the earlier cases. In other words, there is no doubt that Nadir
deliberately modelled his career upon that of Timur.
Although it is impossible to overlook or to excuse Nadir's cruelty
and the appalling loss of life and the terrible suffering which he caused,
there can be no gainsaying that he was a very great man.1 It was a
remarkable achievement to rise from shepherd boy to Shah, but it was an
even greater feat on his part not only to free Persia from the grip of
powerful enemies, but also to raise her from the lowest depths to the
proud position of being the foremost power in Asia.
In order to enable the reader to form an idea of the state of Persia
at the time when Nadir first came into prominence, it is necessary to
describe briefly the course of events there during the preceding quarter
of a century.
It is beyond the scope of this book to go fully into the causes of the
decline and fall of the Safavi dynasty. The main reason for the disaster
which ultimately overtook the dynasty was the deterioration in the char-
acter of the monarchs. This unfortunate development was the natural
result of the pernicious policy which Shah 'Abbas I introduced of keeping
the heir to the throne and his brothers immured in the harem where,
shut off from the outside world, they received a most imperfect education.
Within those walls, they could get no training in the arts of war or of
1 Vambery, in his History of Bokhara (London, 1873), p. 339, calls Nadir Shah the last great
Asiatic conqueror.
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